
CONGREGATION OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT –  Erin Makela,   
(320) 223-3713 
VICE PRESIDENT – Matt Russell,  
(507) 360-5835 
SECRETARY – Sandy Poppema, 
(507) 360-3797 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Jeanette McCormick—Pastor 
Natalie Zinnel—Administrative Secretary/         

Co-Treasurer 
Brenda Richards—Youth & Family Director 
Todd Poppema—Custodian 
Eric Parrish —Choir Director/Worship Planner 
Lori Nienkerk—Choir Accompanist/  
 Organist/Pianist 
Cindy Anderson—Pianist  
Nancy Hofstee—Organist 
Arlene Lowe—Co-Treasurer 
Debbie Koob—Financial Secretary  
Jim & Paula Laffrenzen—Parish Visitors 

OFFICE HOURS:  8:00 am—12:00 pm  
            1:00—4:30 pm 
                                  Monday—Friday 
WORSHIP:   6:00 pm—Wednesday 
  9:30 am—Sunday 
COMMUNION:  Wednesday   
        First & Third Sunday 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: 8:45 am (Sept–May) 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1200 4th Avenue 

Worthington, MN 56187 
(507) 376-6148 

Fax: (507) 376-6149 
Email: felcwgtn@gmail.com 

Website: felcwgtn.org 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, MN 

God has called us, the baptized 
members of First Evangelical  
Lutheran Church, Worthington, 
Minnesota, to proclaim the Gospel 
and make disciples of all people. 

 
Living out our Mission 

In obedience, we commit ourselves 
to the Lord’s ministry rooted in a 
fertile agricultural prairie of God’s 
creation.  Relying on the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and through Word 
and Sacraments, we will grow  
toward wholeness through worship, 
learning, service, witness, support, 
and fellowship.     
   Adopted 5-31-87 

January 
2023 

Evangel 
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Pastor Jeanette’s article 
Dear First Lutheran, 
It was always a bit of a jarring experience for me. In my last call, we would celebrate a big Posada celebration the week 
before Christmas (a traditional celebration commemorating Mary and Joseph’s journey to find a place in the inn).  
Christmas Eve would shortly follow after that and was actually a smaller celebration. But, then, a couple weeks later we 
would celebrate Three Kings Day. I would scour the aisles of various stores looking for marked down stocking stuffers. 
Then the kids would come to church with their families on a Sunday or a Wednesday. They would decorate a box and 
we would put green or brown paper in it, representing grass or hay. Then, we would put the boxes outside the sanctuary 
and we would go into worship together. During worship, we would focus on remembering the meaning of the Epiphany 
story as is shown in Matthew 2. We would talk about the gifts that all of us have to share. Then, after worship, we would 
find that the “kings” had visited the decorated boxes and left the stocking stuffer type gifts inside of them.We would   
have a feast, enjoy the gifts, play games and do crafts and break a piñata. There was a special “Kings Cake” or “Rosca de 
Reyes” that would be eaten. Inside the cake, a plastic baby Jesus was hidden. Whoever got the baby Jesus was supposed 
to be in charge of making tamales for the Feast of the Presentation (though they were not held to that obligation). 

 

The turn around between Posada, Christmas and Three Kings Day was always a blur, but I did love the tradition for a 
variety of reasons. First, in many Latin American countries, Three Kings Day is when children get their gifts instead of 
Christmas. The belief in this tradition is that Jesus received his gifts from the kings on that day, and, therefore, children 
should receive their gifts then, too. This practice, in my opinion, helps keep Christmas a little less focused on gifts, so I 
grew to love that part of the tradition. In some countries, balloons are released to receive gifts. (Balloons are released and 
gifts “appear’ in return from the kings.) In other countries, boxes are left by the beds of children for the horses or camels 
(depending on the country) to leave the gifts. Parades featuring kings often adorn streets. My husband and I went to 
Puerto Rico in mid-January of 2016 and large figurines of kings and decorations still were present in the community 
though the celebration had already officially ended. Three Kings Day is a beautiful way to extend the celebration and joy 
of Christ’s birth. 

 
It also helps people to emphasize this part of the story of Christmas. The three kings have an important story to tell us. 
We don’t, actually, know that there were three kings who visited Jesus (it doesn’t say). Likewise, we don’t know that 
they were truly kings, but may have been more like astrologers, scientists or a sub class of priests. We do know, that they 
were foreigners from the “East.” Likewise, we know that were educated and wealthy. Once again, I believe this shows 
the amazing nature of Christ’s story. Everyone from lowly shepherds to mighty magi were included in the celebration. 
As modern day Christians, that is our current call. We are called to include those who are considered mighty, those who 
are considered lowly, those who are considered insiders and those who are considered outsiders all in our family through 
Christ. The eclectic gathering of people at the manger shows us this clearly. 

 
Through this story, we are also reminded of evil in the world. For most of us, Herod isn’t one of the “characters” of the 
story of the kings. Truth be told, though, he was. His jealousy and fear about someone taking his place as ruler caused 
the magi to have to not return to Herod, but return to their own country by a different road instead (Matthew 2:12). His 
fear caused the death of innocent infants who were killed by Herod’s soldiers and his fear caused Mary, Joseph and Jesus 
to have to flee to Egypt (Matthew 2:16-18). When we allow fear and pride to control our actions, we act like Herod. As 
we enter into a new calendar year, may we remember Herod’s role in this story and resolve to allow love and hope (not 
fear, pride or greed) rule our actions.   

 
Finally, we see the kings being guided to Christ by a bright star, a light. As we enter into Epiphany (the season of light), 
may each one of us follow the forms of light that God gives us. May we follow God’s promises and love found in the 
Word, and be encouraged on our journey by the compassionate words of those who surround us. May we focus our eyes 
and hearts on the ways that God has always led God’s people, even through the most difficult journeys.   

 

Happy Kings Day!  Epiphany blessings! 

Rev. Jeanette McCormick 
1“Here’s What History Can Tell Us About the Magi.” Olivia B. Waxman. 
https://time.com/5923009/three-kings-wisemen-history-magi-bible/. Also 

“Astrologers, kings and wise men.” By Fr. Jack Treloar, SJ 
/www.thecompassnews.org/2021/12/astrologers-kings-and-wise-men/  



Lessons and Themes for the Sundays & 
Holidays in January, 2023: 
1/1/23:  1st Sunday after Christmas 
 Isaiah 63:7-9 
 Psalm 148 
 Hebrews 2:10-18 
 Matthew 2:13-23 
1/8/23: Baptism of Our Lord  
 Isaiah 42:1-9 
 Psalm 29 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 Matthew 3:13-17 
1/15/23: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
 Isaiah 49:1-7 
 Psalm 40:1-11 
 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 John 1:29-42 
1/22/23: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany  
 Isaiah 9:1-4 
 Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 Matthew 4:12-23 
1/29/23: 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 Micah 6:1-8 
 Psalm 15 
 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 Matthew 5:1-12 
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Praise the Lord 
The following is the financial report for 
First Lutheran as of November, 2022: 
General Fund: 
 Bal. 10/31/22: $549.17 
 Inc., November $33,174.30 
 Exp., November $39,265.02 
 Bal. 11/30/22: ($5,511.55) 
Building Fund: 
 Bal. 10/31/22:  $11,910.02 
 Inc.,  November $815.00 
 Exp., November $0.00 
 Bal. 11/30/22:  $12,725.02 

Card Ministry 
meets the second 
Wednesday of 
each month at 
6:30 pm. Come 
join the fun. No 
experience       
necessary! Check 

out our display in Centennial Hall to       
purchase a card for $1. Funds will be        
designated to different groups as needed. 

 
 
 
 
 
The 2022 Annual Meeting of First Lutheran 
Church will be on Sunday, January 29, 2023.  
Please watch the bulletin for more information 
to come.  

2023  
OFFERING  

ENVELOPES:   
Due to      
equipment     

repairs our 2023 envelopes 
have been delayed. The       
company is hoping to get them 
out by January. Natalie will do 
her best to get them out as soon 
as she gets them. Sorry for any 
inconvenience.  
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If for any reason you are unable to serve at the time indicated, please trade with someone else 
on the list or find a replacement and contact the church office so that the names can be listed 
correctly in the church bulletin.  This is a temporary schedule for the month so it may change.  
Thank you. 

 

Assisting Minister  & Lector (Contact 
Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 
1/1 9:30 Ed Philipp 

1/8 9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

1/15 9:30 Erin Makela 

1/22 9:30 Paula Laffrenzen 

1/29  9:30 Cindy Russell 

Computer Assistant (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
1/1 9:30 Pam Fleming 

1/8 9:30 Glenda Lais 

1/15 9:30 Kathy Summers 

1/22 9:30 Ryan McGaughey 

1/29  9:30 Terry Morrison 

Sound (Contact Person: Church  
Office, 376-6148) 
1/1 9:30 Kevin Fleming 

1/8 9:30 Pat Demuth 

1/15 9:30 Doug Frisch 

1/22 9:30 Pat Demuth 

1/29  9:30 Kevin Fleming 

Van Driver:  (Van will be picking up members 
for the Sunday service only) 
1/1 9:30 Midg White (360-3215) 

1/8 9:30 Ron Hallstrom (360-7891) 

1/15 9:30 Daren Bauman (360-9275) 

1/22 9:30 Matt Russell (360-5835) 

1/29  9:30 Leroy Merkel (360-6730) 

Coffee Servers (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148) 

1/1 9:30 Larry & Norma Woodbury & Ed Philipp 

1/8 9:30 Dale & Debbie Koob & Brenda Hurlbut 

1/15 9:30 Todd & Darcy Poppema & Diana White 

1/22 9:30 John & Nora Leinen & Leroy & Rosie Merkel 

1/29  9:30 Doug & Julie Christensen & John Kramer 

Greeters (Contact Person: Church Office, 376-6148)  
1/1 9:30 Karla Kirkeby 

1/8 9:30 Josh, Ashley, Miles & Ady Hein 

1/15 9:30 Doug & Julie Christensen 

1/22 9:30 Sandy Poppema & Diane Sletten 

1/29  9:30 Lonnie & Nancy Myrom 

Facebook Live (Contact Person: 
Church Office, 376-6148) 
1/1 9:30 Becca McGaughey 

1/8 9:30 Carrie Adams 

1/15 9:30 Paul Summers 

1/22 9:30 Aaron Hagen 

1/29  9:30 Debbie Koob 

Acolytes (Contact Person: Church Office, 
376-6148) 
1/1 9:30 Ashlyn Schaffer 

1/8 9:30 Kylee Milbrath 

1/15 9:30 Ashlyn Schaffer 

1/22 9:30 Kylee Milbrath 

1/29  9:30 Ashlyn Schaffer 

Please let us know if you would like to be added to the email devotion, prayer chain or happenings/
scheduling list. A devotion is sent out daily Monday-Friday when Natalie is working. The email list is in   
regards to happenings and scheduling changes at First. There is also an email prayer chain list for prayer   

requests. 
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January 
Birthdays 

 

2      Kinsley Neugebauer 
4      Jessica Frodermann 
5      Dyson Neugebauer 
5      Cindy Russell 
7      Ashlyn White 
8      Gage Wasmund 
9      Kristina White 
9      Ayden Schaffer 
10    Carmen Kamm 
10    Alvin Kuehl 
10    Robin Livingston 
11    Romi Dieter 
11    Tonya Langland 
11    Jeff Murray 
13    Marlys Wasmund 

15    Julie Bauman 
15    Brandon Berger 
15    Shirley Frisch 
15    Jacob Livingston 
15    Nathan Russell 
16    Mary Smith 
17    Jessica Anderson 
18    Doris Selberg 
18    Joan Wachter 
18    Kent Wilkening 
19    Ron Hallstrom 
20    Brianna Kraft 
21    Troy Olson 
21    Todd Scripture 
28    Kathy Craun 

30    Hailey Como 
31    Evalyn Gerdes 

“Jesus is Baptized” 
“You are my beloved Son.” 

 
Three important images emerge in Mark 1:7-11. The first is Jesus standing in the water. The second is the 
dove hovering over Jesus. The third is the voice speaking about Jesus. 
 
There three images point to the three persons of the Holy Trinity: the Son, standing in water, the Spirit, 
symbolized by the dove, and the Father, symbolized by the voice. 
 
The trinitarian theme of Jesus’ baptism is present at every baptism. The officiating person at the baptism 
pours water on (or submerges) the person to be baptized three times, saying, “I baptize you in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Do we feel more comfortable praying to the Father? To the Son? To the Holy Spirit? To all three at once? 
 
“Go, therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.” - Matthew 28:19 

 
Illustrated Daily Homilies by Mark Lick, SJ  
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First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Fareway, with the Fareway 
Gift Card, First Lutheran receives 5% 
from the sale of the gift card. Get 
yours today! The cards are available in 

the church office. We have $25, $50 or $100 gift cards to sell. 
You pay the full price for the card and the church receives 5%. 
As of  November 30, 2022, a total of $5,931.24 has been put 
into the general fund.  

First Lutheran Benefits from your 
Grocery Purchases. When you buy 
groceries at Hy-Vee, with the Hy-
Vee Gift Card, First  Lutheran re-
ceives 5% from the sale of the gift 
card. Get yours today! The cards are 

available in the church office. We have $25, $50 or $100 
gift cards to sell. You pay the full price for the card and the 
church receives 5%. The card can also be used when you 
purchase gas. As of November 30, 2022, a total of 
$55,135.25 has been put into the general fund. 

Radio Broadcast: You can sponsor the broadcast in 
memory or in honor of a family  member or an event in 
your life. The cost to sponsor a broadcast is $75.00. Please 
sign up on the sheet in Centennial Hall. Thank you.  

Gift Cards will be     
available on communion 

Sunday mornings in    
Centennial Hall and in the 

office during the week.  

Recipe for a Happy New Year 
 Clean thoroughly 12 whole months. Divide into 365 parts; 
set aside, preparing only one part at a time, as follows: 
 Mix well into each day: 
1 part patience, 1 part work, 1 part courage 
 Add to each day: 
1 part each of hope, faithfulness, generosity and kindness 
 Blend with: 
1 part prayer, 1 part mutation, and 1 part good deed 
 Season the mixture with a dash of good spirits, a sprinkle of 
fun, a pinch of play, and a cup of good humor. Pour mixture 
into vessel of love. Cook over radiant joy, garnish with a 
smile. Serve with quietness, unselfishness and cheer.   
 Yield = 1 Happy New Year 



  

Youth News 

 
2023. A new year. A new beginning. Here are the youth happenings for January!  

January 1 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR ENCOUNTER  

 
January 4 - KFC @ 4 pm, Confirmation @ 6:30 pm, Youth Group @ 7:30 pm 

January 8 - Sunday School @ 8:45 am, Encounter at Hy-Vee from 6:30-8:00 pm 
January 11 - KFC @ 4 pm, Confirmation @ 6:30 pm, Youth Group @ 7:30 pm 

January 15 - Sunday School @ 8:45 am, Encounter at Hy-Vee from 6:30-8:00 pm 
January 18 - KFC @ 4 pm, Confirmation @ 6:30 pm, Youth Group @ 7:30 pm 

 
January 20-21 YOUTH GROUP LOCK-IN ***more info to follow*** 

 
January 22 - Sunday School @ 8:45 am, NO ENCOUNTER due to lock-in 

January 25 - KFC @ 4 pm, Confirmation @ 6:30 pm, Youth Group @ 7:30 pm 
January 29 - Sunday School @ 8:45 am, Encounter at Hy-Vee from 6:30-8:00 pm 

DATES TO PUT ON YOUR CALENDAR: 
Confirmation Retreat: April 28-29 
 

HIGH SCHOOL: June 18-23 are the official dates for the Denver, CO mission trip. Please keep in mind that 
we may leave the day before and/or come back a day later. So to be safe please keep June 17-24 available. 
More details will follow in the future, including the exact dates.  
 

JUNIOR HIGH: July 30-August 4 are the dates for the adventure trip at Badlands Ministries in Medora, ND. 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 
If you need to get to a hold of me call/text me @ 712-230-7157 
If you get a group text from  (507) 407-4041 that is also me. You can text back or leave a voicemail and I will 
get that in my email which is tinymustardseed1720@gmail.com   ~    Brenda Richards      ~ 



 

14 Keeley Island Drive 
Slayton, MN 56172                   

507-763-3567 
camp@shetek.org 
www.shetek.org 

January 2023 

Join the fun at our next quilt and 
craft retreat! 

 

 

 

Gathering room in the new lodge  
is all set up! 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries Where Christ Renews and Empowers 

Help send kids to Camp…Become a  
Pelican Club or Timber Society member 

today.  Pelican Club members support the 
ministry with a gift of $100 - $499 a year 

and Timber Society members give $500 or 
more a year.  Thanks for your support! 

Mark your Calendar 
January 19-22 Quilt & 

Craft Retreat 
 

Register at shetek.org or 
Call 507-763-3567 for more  

information 
 

“You crown the year with Your goodness, 
and Your paths drip with abundance.”  

Psalms 65:11 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Wish List 
17 ft Aluminum canoe 
Vest style life jackets 
Office supplies – reams of paper 
Pick-up truck 
Volunteers 
Summer staff - shetek.org/work-at-shetek 

 

We met our Phase 1 goal! 
$1,508,000 in gifts and 
pledges!  Our challenge 
goal is $2,000,000 and 

with increased costs, our 
budget has changed for 

our different phases.   
More info on our website. 

https://shetek.org/slm-
master-plan/ 


